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Hockey teams wrap up 
regular season 


The win over Northeastern brought 
the E.O. Smith-Tolland record to 16-3-1 
with one game remaining. Pages 8-9 


LOCAL NEWS 


Real-time alert app 
available to residents 


Manchester police have launched an 
app designed to alert citizens to active 
investigations. Page 5 
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Student mental health a 

focus in Glastonbury 
East Hartford freshman Dravyn Roberts (left) in his Class LL 160-pound championship match against Ridgefield junior Andrey Kosygin. During this budget season, emphasis 
Roberts pinned Kosygin to clinch a tie for East Hartford for the Class LL wrestling team championship, the Hornets’ first. Story, page 3. TIM is being put on the school system’s 
ROBERTS/CONTRIBUTED PHOTO student support centers. Page 7 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


Spring lecture series 


returns 

VERNON — SOUTH WINDSOR — The 
Friends of Wood Memorial Library’s perfor- 
mance lecture series returns with three 
different programs. Martha Washington, 
portrayed by professional actress Maggie 
Worsdale, will take place on Wednesday, 
March 23, from 2 to 3 p.m. 

Lizzie Borden and the 40 Whacks will 
be performed by The Delvena Theatre 
Company on Wednesday, April 27, from 
1 to 2 p.m. and a Friends of Wood favorite, 
History at Play, LLC, will be presenting the 
world premiere of their new program, Diana 
of LOVE™, performed by artistic director 
Judith Kalaora, on June 10. Diana of LOVE™ 
will be offered twice, at a 2 p.m. matinee and 
a7 p.m. evening performance. 

Program fees for Martha Washington 
and Lizzie Borden are $20 each. The fee 
for either performance of Diana of LOVE™ 
is $25. Visitors are strongly encouraged to 
pre-register well in advance at www-wood- 
memoriallibrary.org, as there is limited seat- 
ing. Wood Memorial Library & Museum is 
located at 783 Main St. 


Dementia seminars taking 
place in South Windsor 


SOUTH WINDSOR — Dealing with 
Dementia will take place at 6 p.m. Wednes- 
day, March 16, at HarborChase of Evergreen 
Walk, 1000 Evergreen Way. The program 
will be presented by Heather Hitchcock, 
Community Education Manager at Bristol 
Behavioral Health. 

Delaying Dementia will take place at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, March 30, and will be 
presented by Dr. Harry Morgan, geriatrician 
with The Center for Geriatric and Family 
Psychiatry. 

Contact 860-698-3013 or Hhartman@ 
harborchase.com to RSVP. A light chef-pre- 
pared dinner will be served with refresh- 
ments. 


Tween crafting, preschool 
storytime taking place 


BOLTON — The Bentley Memorial 
Library, 206 Bolton Center Road, is holding 
an in-person program for tweens ages 12 to 
15. Participants will create a paper bag star 


from 11 to 11:45 a.m. Saturday, March 12. 

Choose from brown, white, or a combi- 
nation of the two. Registration is required. 
Contact the library at bmlprograms@biblio. 
org or call 860-646-7349 to register. Space is 
limited to eight people. 

Preschool Storytime: Celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day will take place on Wednesday, 
March 16, at 11 a.m. The in-person storytime 
is for children ages two to six and will feature 
St. Patrick’s Day books and a craft activity. 
Registration is required. Call 860-646-7349 
or email bmlprograms@biblio.org for more 
information or to register. Space is limited to 
the first eight children. 


Glastonbury Centennial 
Lions Club to hold pasta 


dinner 


GLASTONBURY — The Glastonbury 
Centennial Lions Club is holding a curbside 
pick-up pasta dinner on May 7 from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at First Church of Christ, 2183 
Main St. 

The menu features pasta with home- 
made Bolognese sauce, Caesar salad and 
dinner roll prepared and donated by Salad 
Bar Glastonbury, and a chocolate brownie. 
The cost is $10 per meal. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance. 

A portion of the proceeds will fund the 
Glastonbury Centennial Lions Club schol- 
arship for student residents in Glaston- 
bury. Email GlastonburyLions@yahoo.com 
to purchase tickets. If you cannot attend, 
consider donating a meal to emergency first 
responders and the Lions will deliver it. 


Pratt & Whitney Aircraft 
Club invites retirees to 


meeting 


EAST HARTFORD — Pratt & Whitney 
and UTRC retirees are invited to the March 
meeting, held at the PWA Club Inc., 200 
Clement Road. 

Conversation, coffee and doughnuts will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 16. 
The program begins at 10 a.m., with Mark 
Nomad, musician. For further information, 
contact the Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Club at 
860-565-6236. 

There will not be a monthly meeting if 
East Hartford Schools are closed due to 
inclement weather. There is a meeting if 


there is aschool delay. 


Donation drive to benefit 
Julie’s Safe House 


ELLINGTON — The Ellington Women’s 
Club is holding a donation drive during 
March to benefit Julie’s Safe House. Boxes 
to accept items will be in the Hall Memorial 
Library, 93 Main St., and the Ellington Senior 
Center, 40 Maple St. 

Items requested are those one would use 
to set up a household, as well as personal 
products. A list of items is attached to each 
box. 

Julie’s Safe House is part of the network 
that leads North Central Connecticut in 
preventing domestic abuse, fostering healthy 
violence-free relationships, prevention, 
education and services. Visit www.thenet- 
workct.org for more information. 


Poetry Rocks to celebrate 
Irish heritage 


VERNON — Poetry Rocks, a quarterly 
series entering its sixth year, will have an 
in-person, Irish-themed reading at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, March 13, at Arts Center East, 709 
Hartford Turnpike. 

The reading will feature Nancy Kerrigan, 
author of the full-length poetry book, “Lucky 
Enough: A Journey,’ and the chapbooks, 
“The Voices: The Poetry of Psychiatry” 
and “High Heels & Sneakers.” Also reading 
is Garrett Phelan, the author of the chap- 
book “Outlaw Odes” and micro-chapbooks, 
“Unfixed Marks” and “Standing Where I 
Am.” A student from the award-winning 
Rockville High School creative writing 
program will read as well. An open mic will 
follow the featured readers. 

The suggested donation is $5. Masks are 
required, regardless of vaccination status. 
Contact pegideitzshea@aol.com or visit 
www.artscentereast.org for more informa- 
tion. 


Vernon Garden Club to 
‘Remember Gardens Past’ 


VERNON — On Monday, March 21, the 
Vernon Garden Club members will be 
presenting, “Remembering Gardens Past.” 
A variety of photos will be shown of the 


gardens and yards of Vernon Garden Club 
members. 

Each member will discuss the history of 
his or her photo. Shade gardens, container 
gardens, tips for new plantings and land- 
scape techniques will be shared. The 
program will begin at 7 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of Vernon, 695 
Hartford Turnpike. A business meeting 
will follow. Guests are welcome. For more 
details, call 860-926-4332. 


Strong Family Farm 
fundraiser to help the bees 


VERNON — The Strong Family Farm 
is hosting a fundraiser to help support the 
farm’s pollinators. Walt Moody, the farm’s 
apiarist, said a hive was lost this winter. The 
farm will buy more bees to replace them in 
the spring. 

Visit www.flowerpowerfundraising, click 
“Buy Bulbs & Help a Cause” and search for 
Strong Family Farm, or visit www.strong- 
familyfarm.org for the direct link. Browse 
the catalog for vegetable and fruit seed 
packs and flowers to grow this spring. All the 
proceeds will go towards helping the bees 
thrive at Strong Family Farm. 


Historical Society flea 
market seeking vendors 


ELLINGTON — The Ellington Historical 
Society is seeking vendors to participate in 
the annual vintage flea market to be held on 
Saturday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Nellie McKnight Museum, 70 Main St. The 
fee for a 10x10 tent is $40. Registration can 
be done online at www.ellingtonhistsoc.org 
under the events tab or by emailing elling- 
tonhistoricalsocietey@gmail.com or calling 
860-872-0121. 


Library hosting wellness 


program, UFO experience 
talk 


ENFIELD — WINDSOR LOCKS — 
Director of Access Physical Therapy 
Windsor Locks, David Chessen, will be 
returning to the Windsor Locks Library on 
Thursday, March 17, at 3:30 p.m. to discuss 
Turn to Community News, Page 4 
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Circulation and delivery 

If you wish to have the paper stopped, or to 
start receiving it, please call 860-525-5555 
or 800-472-7377, or contact Field Operations 
Manager John Wentworth at jwentworth@ 
courant.com. 


News and content submissions 
Contact Courant Community Editor Erin 
Quinlan at 860-875-3366, Ext. 3030 or 
equinlan@courant.com. 


Send press releases, community events and 
photos, news tips or letters to the editor to 
community@courant.com. 


To submit Good Neighbor items, 
birthday greetings, engagement or 
wedding announcements, email 
community@courant.com. 


Send news items by mail to Courant 
Community, PO Box 569, Hartford, CT 
06141-0569, or by fax to 860-875-9552. 


Advertising options 

To place acommercial classified ad, 

call 860-870-3044. For all other advertising 
needs, call 860-875-3366 or 888-456-2211. 
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How East Hartford won 
its first state wrestling 
championship 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


EAST HARTFORD - — East 
Hartford freshman wrestler Dravyn 
Roberts didn’t think his team had a 
chance when he stepped onto the mat 
for his 160-pound final at the Class LL 
state wrestling championships, on 
Feb. 19, at Trumbull High. 

After the previous day’s prelimi- 
nary matches, East Hartford was lead- 
ing in the team standings and had nine 
semifinalists going into Saturday. Only 
three Hornets won in the semifinals, 
and Danbury — the five-time defend- 
ing Class LL champion — had four of 
its five wrestlers move on to the finals. 

East Hartford coach Todd Albert 
knew what the score was, but he 
wasn’t about to tell any of his kids. 
They didn’t need any more pressure. 
With two weight classes left — 152 and 
160 — East Hartford needed two pins 
to tie Danbury. 

East Hartford senior captain 
Cooper Lavigne, wrestling for fifth 
place at 152 pounds, didn’t know the 
score. 

“We had some tough matches,” 
Lavigne said. “We were trying to 
stay positive. People lost their match, 
we'd say, ‘Come back strong. Go get 
the next one’ ” 

Lavigne did his part, pinning 
Trumbull’s Hayden Provencal in 4 
minutes, 14 seconds. 

Then it was Roberts’ turn. He 
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was the top seed and had to wrestle 
second-seeded Andrey Kosygin, a 
junior from Ridgefield. 

Roberts pinned Kosygin in 2:21. 

“My finals match, I was told we 
weren’t even in it, like, we were out 
of the race,” he said. “I was just wres- 
tling, just trying to win my first state 
championship. 

“T pinned him and then people 
told me we tied Danbury and I was 
like, ‘Wait, what? No way. How is that 
possible?’ It was wild.” 

East Hartford and Danbury both 
scored 232 points, the first time two 
teams tied for a title and the first 
time East Hartford won a wrestling 
state championship. The closest the 
Hornets had come was in1987, when 
Albert was a junior 132-pounder 
and East Hartford finished second 
to NFA. 

“Fairfield Warde was in it, too. 
Then there was a point when Warde 
was no longer there,’ Albert said of 
Saturday. “It was us and Danbury. 
You kind of almost stopped keeping 
score and said, ‘All right, let’s focus on 
the wrestler, have him do what he’s 
got to do? 

“Our last two guys pinned to win. 
Dravyn Roberts had the pin to make 
the miracle happen.” 

Danbury has been dominant in 
the sport, winning 21 of the last 25 
Class LL titles, with only Xavier and 
Newtown disrupting the Hatters’ 
streak over the last quarter century. 
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CHAD DANIEL, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon 


East Hartford was 14th in Class LL 
in 2020, 12th in 2019 and fifth — its 
highest finish since 1987 — in 2018. 

This season, the Hornets went 
20-0 and had two freshmen — 
Roberts and 106-pounder Isaac 
Quiles — win class championships. 

“T knew we were going to be good, 
but I didn’t think we were going to be 
this good,” said senior Xavier Quiles, 
Isaac’s older brother and the Class 
LL170-pound runner-up. “This team 
actually shocked me to be honest.” 

But it wasn’t due to a miracle. The 
Hornets, who have five freshman 
and two sophomore starters, have 
had a youth program in town for the 
last eight years. Even though they’re 
young, the Hornets have plenty of 
experience. 

“lRoberts’| father Tim is one of 
our youth coaches,” Albert said. 
“Tt’s a collective effort. It’s our youth 
program, what we get these guys 
doing in the offseason. I’m appre- 
ciative of everybody who gives their 
time to help these kids do the best 
they can.” 

At the State Open the following 
weekend, Xavier won its second 
State Open title, scoring 204 points. 
Danbury was the runner-up with 
145, Simsbury was third with 135 
points and East Hartford was fourth 
(134). 


— Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 
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Tolland returning 
to in-person, 
hybrid meetings 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


TOLLAND — Citing the 
decline in local cases of 
COVID-19, the Tolland Town 
Council voted to switch from 
all-virtual meetings to a hybrid 
format of in-person as well as 
online public meetings. 

“We're seeing a lot of the 
mask mandates go away 
around the state,” said Interim 
Town Manager Lisa Hancock. 

The town had gone to 
all-virtual meetings in January, 
as sharp rises in the Omicron 
variant of the disease were 
taking place. At that time, 
revisiting the idea was slated 
for the Feb. 22 meeting. 

Hancock said she felt 
comfortable with hybrid meet- 
ings, as the Coronavirus has 
already affected several town 
staff, but the rate of infections 
has dropped significantly. 

“Hopefully, it’s at a point 
where it won’t be as bad as 
where I thought it was headed 
before,” she said. 

Council member Colleen 
Yudichek said the hybrid 
meetings seem appropri- 
ate, as the town has also been 
receiving requests to lift mask 
mandates in town buildings, 
due to the drop in cases. 


Hancock said she was plan- 
ning to make the decision 
as of Feb. 28 to lift the mask 
mandate as well, but there 
was some discussion about 
whether municipalities’ exec- 
utive officers are able to make 
that decision, per state orders. 

“T’m not 100% sure. I could 
be wrong, but I think that as of 
the 15th, that executive order 
for the town manager to be 
able to make that decision for 
masks may have gone away,” 
said council member Tammy 
Nuccio. 

Council Chair Steven Jones 
said he felt the hybrid meet- 
ings worked well in the past 
and would do so again. 

“T think it will work out 
fairly well. I think it has 
worked well for a long time 
- for the past several months 
where we've had it,” he said. “It 
will be a good opportunity, as 
we get into some of the peak 
budget meetings, to have that 
opportunity for people who 
still want to still participate 
remotely to do so, and for being 
in the town chambers and the 
library program room.” 

The motion passed unani- 
mously, and the change took 
effect as of Feb. 23. 

For more information, visit 
www-.tolland.org. 


Chad Daniel, MD recently joined Hartford Orthopedic Surgeons 


and has unique fellowship training in advanced robotic joint replace- 
ment surgery. He is passionate about customizing the right treatment 
plan for his patients, whether it be physical therapy, medications, or 
joint replacement surgery. For an appointment call (860) 525-4469. 
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Community News 


from Page 2 


dizziness, vertigo, and vestibular condi- 
tions. 

This program will take place in-per- 
son with an option to attend live at home 
via Zoom. Learn about disruptions to the 
vestibular system that can provoke symp- 
toms including vertigo, dizziness, head- 
aches, and loss of balance. 

Chessen will teach positioning tech- 
niques that can treat these conditions 
and reduce symptoms. Register online at 
www.windsorlockslibrary.org/programs 
or call 860-627-1495. In-person attendees 
must wear a mask. 

The library rescheduled its UFO Expe- 
rience program for Saturday, March 26, at 
1 p.m. Join in person with local best-sell- 
ing author Stephen Spignesi. 

Spignesi will be presenting on his book 
“The Big Book of UFO Facts, Figures, 
and Truth.” Space is limited. Masks are 
required. Register online at www-.wind- 
sorlockslibrary.org/programs if you were 
not previously registered for the original 
date, or call 860-627-1495. 


Windsor Art Center 
hosting Second Layer 
exhibit 

WINDSOR — Second Layer by B.D. 
Stellmacher will open at Windsor Art 
Center, 40 Mechanic St., the weekend of 
March 19. The opening weekend events 
will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
March 19 and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 20. 

The exhibit will run until April 23. 
Second Layer will feature a series of 
large-scale paintings that explore the 
concept of recognizing and acknowl- 
edging the beauty that lies beneath one’s 
appearance. It challenges viewers to 
embrace the gifts, knowledge and wisdom 
we individually possess and to resist the 
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urge to judge one another by race, gender, 
religion, sexuality, etc. 

Stellmacher challenges viewers to dig 
deeper than what they initially see and 
“persevere to annihilate the surface of 
the first laver to embrace the gorgeous 
wealth that resides within the second.” 
In addition to the “Second Layer” series, 
Stellmacher will Include other paintings 
that explore various themes that include 
social justice, music, religion, education, 
and the Black experience in America. 
Visit https://www-windsorartcenter.org/ 
for more information. 


Enfield townwide tag sale 
seeking participants 


ENFIELD — The 10th anniversary of 
the Enfield townwide tag sale will be held 
on Saturday, May 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
rain or shine. 

Early bird sign-ups have begun. Cost 
to add your Enfield address to the map is 
$25, via check or money order. 

Checks must be made out directly to 
the Enfield Food Shelf and mailed to 
ETWTS c/o EFS (P.O. Box 699 / Enfield, 
CT 06083). Checks must be received by 
Saturday, April 30, to be guaranteed place- 
ment on the map. Specify the address of 
the tag sale if it differs from the address 
on your check. Registration can also be 
processed online by credit card or PayPal 
by going to the Enfield Food Shelf website 
at www.EnfieldFoodShelf.org and click- 
ing on the Tag Sale Donation link on the 
homepage. 

Tag sale addresses will be plotted on 
a map of Enfield that will be available 
to shoppers the week of May 9. Tag sale 
signs will be placed at tag sale addresses 
and cross streets to guide shoppers prior 
to May 14. 

Every year, 100-percent of the proceeds 
collected go directly to the Enfield Food 
Shelf. Every $25 donation submitted will 
receive a tax-deductible receipt. 


Enfield Library issues call 
to local artists 


ENFIELD — Area residents are 
reminded that the Enfield Library has 
openings available for gallery presen- 
tations in the Community Room at the 
Enfield Central Library. 

Oil paintings, watercolors, or framed 
crafts can be easily and attractively hung 
using a secure display system. Both indi- 
vidual artists and art groups are encour- 
aged. Call Katie Werth at 860-763-7557 to 
make arrangements. 

Thanks to a generous grant from 
Enfield Culture and Arts Commission 
(ECAC), the Pearl Street Branch Library 
also has a display system that can be used 
by area artists when local students are not 
displaying artwork. For more informa- 
Turn to Community News, Page 11 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Courant Community will print a current birthday photo FREE in one edition. Submit a 
current photo and 15-word description including name, age, birthday, town, your name, 
daytime phone number to community@courant.com or to Courant Community, P.O. Box 
569, Hartford, CT 06141. Please submit three weeks in advance to avoid disappointment. 
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Happy 4th Birthday, Jacob (3/19): “To our 
sweet, cool dude! We love you. Grandpa and 
Grandma.” 


Happy 12th Birthday, Donald (3/4): “You 
are such a handsome, bright young man. 
Love, Mom, Dad, Alex, and Mae.” 
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Happy 88th Birthday, Ralph (3/5): “With 
love from your family.” 


Happy 4th Birthday, Hunter (3/16): 
“Wishing you a wonderful year. Love you to 
the moon and back. Grandma & Grandpa P”” 
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Happy 7th Birthday, Madison (3/8): 
“Beautiful, smart, funny, lovable. Love you 
always, Oma and Opa.” 


Happy 60th Birthday, Bill (3/17): “We love 
you! Fran, Angela, Joel, Joe, and Morgan.” 





Happy 33rd Birthday, Lauren (3/21): 
“Keep on shining!” 


Happy 13th Birthday, Alexandra (3/13): 
“You are my sunshine. Love, Dad.” 


LOCAL NEWS 


Manchester police 
make real-time alert app 
available to residents 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


MANCHESTER — Manchester police 
have launched a smartphone app designed 
to alert citizens to active investigations and 
help police fight crime. 

Atlas One allows police to share real- 
time crime and incident information 
and provide residents access to crime 
reports and other department resources, 
police say. The free app became available 
Monday. 

Police Chief William Darby had noticed 
departments outside Connecticut using the 
technology and thought it could be valuable 
in Manchester, police spokesman Lt. Ryan 
Shea said. 

Police will still post press releases and 
alerts on Facebook and Twitter, but the 
Atlas One app offers a tailored tool with- 
out all the “noise” associated with social 
media, Shea said. 

Police and other public agencies across 
the nation are using the app, according 
to the Atlas One website, atlas.one. “Your 
community is the ultimate force multiplier,” 
the company says. 

The app, according to Atlas One, allows 
police to engage and motivate residents to 
help fight crime by publishing transparent 
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information about incidents and investiga- 
tions. It also allows residents to “easily and 
safely” share anonymous tips about crimes 
they witnessed or have information about, 
according to the company. 

People with the app receive push noti- 
fications on their smartphones when, for 
example, police are looking for a robbery 
suspect in the area. Crowd-sourced intel- 
ligence and tips, according to Atlas One, 
result in increased arrests, clearance rates 
and crime prevention. 

Rocky Hill police are the only other 
department using the app in Connecticut, 
Shea said. People who have the Manchester 
app would receive alerts from Rocky Hill 
police if they were in that town at the time, 
or in any other community in the nation 
that uses Atlas One, he said. 

Police do not have “granular access” 
to users’ information, Shea said. Also, he 
noted, although the app is free to download, 
standard data rates apply to users. 

Shift commanders will decide when to 
send alerts, Shea said. The app also has a 
link to the department’s online crime report 
and police are working on enabling users to 
send tips, he said. 


— Jesse Leavenworth can be reached at 
jleavenworth@courant.com. 
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Renovation of XL Center could get boost from private investor 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — A break in a two-year 
logjam over using $65 million in state funds 
to finance a major renovation of down- 
town Hartford’s XL Center could come 
this spring, as the arena’s new management 
company seriously considers investing in 
the project. 

Oak View Group, which manages 300 
sports and entertainment venues globally 
and redevelops others, said it is “very likely” 
the Los Angeles-based company would invest 
in arenovation of the aging Hartford arena. 

A financial commitment would bring 
private investment to the table sought by 
Gov. Ned Lamont as a way to ease the burden 
on state taxpayers. 

“We're looking at this with an eye toward 
a public-private partnership,” Peter Luukko, 
chairman of OVG Facilities, said. “We’re 
more than willing to put our own funds into 
this renovation.” 

Luukko said OVG has not yet determined 
how much it would invest because a study of 
the scope of renovations must be updated. 
Details of a partnership with the state also 
would have to be negotiated, Luukko said. 

“We believe the facility has the bones,” 
Luukko said. “It’s dated, and if we could 
restore it, it could become an incredibly 
active facility as it was many years ago.” 

Luukko said OVG is involved with the 
redevelopment of an even older arena 
in Baltimore and another just outside of 
Toronto. 

Michael W. Freimuth, executive director 
of the Capital Region Development Author- 
ity, which oversees the XL Center’s opera- 
tions, said an OVG commitment would be 
a major step forward, after two years that 
included shutdowns during the pandemic. 

“It’s someone saying they are willing to 
invest in the building, too,” Freimuth said. 


The long debate 


The future of the 47-year-old arena in 
the heart of downtown Hartford has been 
debated for more than a decade. 

Supporters say it is a vital amenity for 
fostering downtown’s revitalization and 
its ecosystem of restaurants and bars. The 
XL Center, they say, is an attraction for the 
region. Critics argue the state should not 
keep pouring money into a venue that histor- 
ically has lost money, typically $2 million a 
year. 

A $250 million plan for a massive, 
top-to-bottom makeover failed to gain trac- 
tion with legislators. Two years ago, the 
vision was slimmed down to $100 million. 
CRDA argues a major renovation is needed 
to put the arena on the path to profitability 
and keep it competitive in the industry. 

Pressure to move forward with some plan 
flared up in recent weeks, as the University 
of Connecticut negotiates what is expected 








Oak View Group, which took over management of downtown Hartford’s XL Center six months ago, is seriously considering investing in a major 
renovation of the aging arena. BRAD HORRIGAN/ THE HARTFORD COURANT 


to be a one-year lease extension at the XL 
Center arena. UConn men’s and women’s 
basketball and men’s ice hockey play roughly 
30 games a year. 

Some local sports pundits argued a deci- 
sion about an XL renovation should be made 
or it would be better for UConn to play in 
Storrs. 

In a statement, UConn said it hoped to 
reach an agreement that is beneficial to both 
sides for playing in downtown Hartford. 

“Tt is obvious that the XL Center is over- 
due for a major renovation,” the statement 
said. “Tuesday’s game against Villanova 
displayed that building can provide a fantas- 
tic atmosphere, but many of the off-campus 
venues our peers are competing in are NBA 
or NBA-level facilities.” 

“Our basketball programs deserved to 
be housed in facilities that are considered 
among the best in the Big East,” the state- 
ment said. 

UConn said it is obviously more conve- 
nient for its students to watch games on 
campus — Gampel Pavilion for basket- 
ball — and are key supporters and create a 
“high-energy environment on game day. 

But UConn also said students are just one 
part of the equation. 

“The XL Center provides a more conve- 
nient commute to many of our fans from 
around the state simply by the nature of its 
centralized location than campus,” the state- 
ment said. “That convenience, along with 


the building’s capacity, translates into larger 
crowds being able to watch the Huskies in 
action.” 

OVG’s Luukko said UConn playing at 
the XL Center — and the fact that UConn 
sports are so ingrained in the state’s culture 
— plus having the AHL’s Wolf Pack was an 
extremely strong base to build on. 


Public-private partnership 


The $65 million approved by the legisla- 
ture is key to the $100 million renovation 
and was supported by Lamont. But Lamont 
said the funding — raised through the sale of 
bonds — was contingent on private invest- 
ment. 

“The governor always prefers public-pri- 
vate partnerships when available and this is 
no exception,” Max Reiss, a Lamont spokes- 
man, said in a text. 

The last major renovation of the XL 
Center was in 2014, at a state taxpayer-cost of 
$35 million. The project added a fan club and 
loge premium seating, and made improve- 
ments to the concourse and restrooms. 

The work was intended to carry the 
arena through perhaps a decade or so until 
the decision was made to either do some- 
thing bigger so the XL Center would remain 
competitive or let it wind down. 

The $65 million would come on top of 
$40 million bonded in 2017 for repairs and 
to attract a private investor or buyer, which 


drew little interest. The funds in 2017 also 
were intended for purchasing the privately 
owned atrium off Trumbull Street to expand 
the concourse. 

About half of the $40 million has been 
spent replacing the arena floor, installing 
a new ice rink and ice-making system and 
repairing elevators and escalators, work that 
couldn’t wait for a larger renovation. 

CRDA plans more improvements this 
summer that could dovetail with a larger 
renovation. Those include the addition of 
a sportsbook, expanded locker rooms and 
replacement of retractable seating. 

Overall, the $100 million plan focuses on 
the lower half of the arena, adding more 
premium seating and concessions, all 
intended to bring in more revenue, Frei- 
muth has said. 

OVG took over management of the XL 
Center about six months ago after acquir- 
ing Spectra, the previous manager. OVG kept 
local personnel in place who have knowl- 
edge of the market, Luukko said. 

Luukko said he also spent large parts of his 
career in Connecticut — parts of it involved 
with the XL Center, formerly the Hartford 
Civic Center — and resides 35 miles away 
in Essex. 

“We’ve got a head start because we know 
the market and the arena itself” Luukko said. 


— Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached at 
kgosselin@courant.com. 
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GOOD NEIGHBOR 


Your reader-to-reader column 


FREE 

CAT CARRIERS: Two are hard-sided with 
handles, one is soft-sided and screened, 
plus litter box. All in good condition. 860- 
678-8608. 

SEWING MACHINE: 1969 Singer Zig-Zag 
Sewing Machine/Model 237. Have all 
attachments and instruction booklet. In 
cabinet. Must pick up. 860-563-7458. 
AUDIOBOOKS ON TAPE: Over 100 

older books to catch up on current 
series. Grisham, Kellerman, Fairstein, 
Cornwell, Burke, Cook, Hillerman, Sanford, 
Others. Eileen at 860-666-3626. Leave a 
message. 

SOFA: 78 inches long, three cushions, gray 
and blue tweed, teak frame. Fair to good 
condition. Must pick up. 860-742-1102. 
MATTRESS, OXYGEN TANK: Twin bed 
mattress overlay for pressure relief. Also 
have oxygen tank on a stand with tubing 
that has not been used. Would like to give 
these to someone in need of these items. 
Can deliver within a reasonable mileage 
area or they can be picked up. 860-561- 
0425. 


QUESTIONS 

TREADMILL: Wanted for COPD patient. 
Must be very small and simple. Will pay a 
fair price. Leave message at 860-827-1313. 
TRANSPORTATION: Seeking 
transportation to medical appointments 
in Glastonbury and Putnam. Located in 
Stafford. Text or call 774-289-7888. 
PAILS: Looking for five to six empty five 
gallon plastic pails with covers. 860-729- 
7509. 

DESK: Seeking desk in good condition 
with medium color wood or lighter. 
Glastonbury area. 860-430-2994 or 
860-368-8087. 

CASSETTE PLAYER: Looking for cassette 
player in very good condition. Willing to 
pay reasonable price. In Glastonbury area. 
860-368-8087 or 860-430-2994. 
METAL SHELVING: Need metal shelving 
for an art project. 860-951-0095. 

GREEN TRIPE: Seeking a farmer who 

can sell green tripe to feed to my dogs. 
860-267-6040. 

MEMORY CARDS: Looking for someone 
to donate or sell cheaply the following: A 
CF card or CF32 card for use in an older 
A85 canon camera or any SanDisk card, 
only 2.0 gigabytes. 860-648-9147. 
TABLET ASSISTANCE: Seeking someone 
to set up tablet and phone. Will pay. 860- 
666-5699, 


Be a good neighbor 


FOUND: Baseball Card in protective 
plastic cover found in Marlborough, 
Connecticut in 2014, unintentionally 
tucked away, and recently uncovered. 
Send an email to cs-137@outlook.com 
with an accurate description of the card, 
and we'll get it back to the owner. 
SEEKING TO RENT: At least 1,500 to 
2,000 sq. ft. of cold storage. Rocky at 
860-490-3816 or 860-872-6269.a 
DRONE FOUND: Vicinity of Elm St & 
Courtney Drive, Rocky Hill. Text with 
description for return. 860-402-2655. 
FOUND EYEGLASSES: Eyeglasses found 
on Carriage Drive, Manchester. 860-646- 
4242. 

AUTO MECHANIC: Seeking auto 
mechanic to repair pickup truck. Am 
senior citizen, phone with reasonable 
price. 860-796-6132. 

FURNITURE: Seeking a light wooden 
chest having five drawers in good 
condition. Call after 5 p.m. 860-665-0141. 
LOST BRACELET: Bracelet lost at ALDIs 
of Rocky Hill by carriages. It was a birthday 
gift. Call if found. 860-778-8556. 

PUZZLE SWAP: Will meet half way if too 
far to go. Have 20, most new. 860-568- 
1378. 

SEEKING: Small boat trailer for a12 boat, 
will buy. 860-741-2633. 

NECKLACE FOUND: On Carillon Drive, 
Rocky Hill. Call with description for 

return. 860-965-6672. Messages will be 
returned. 

SNOW SHOVELING HELP: Senior looking 
for an individual to shovel out parking 
space and clean off car after snow storms 
in Collinsville. 860-305-6701. 

CAR: Seeking automobile to help out with 
transportation in 2022. Elderly with low 
Social Security. 860-515-1488. 
LAPTOPS: Collecting used or new laptops 
from kind donors. These laptops will be 
donated to school kids in Ghana. Contact 
Ben, 423-676-8815. 

NAUTICAL ROPE: Looking for free ’2- or 
¥,-inch nautical rope for DIY projects. 
860-490-8956. 

PROPANE: Seeking propane Salamander. 
Will pay a reasonable price. 860-749-2190. 
LAWN MOWING, SNOW REMOVAL: 
Does anyone know of someone who 
mows grass and/or plows snow? 860- 
289-0101 after 5 p.m. 

CAR: Seeking a donated good running car 
for elderly person in Putnam for doctor 
appointments. Cannot afford one. 508- 
335-5060. Leave a message. 


To submit, send an email to community@courant.com or mail to 285 Broad St., 
Hartford, CT 06115. Good Neighbor is a service by Courant Community. Questions and 
answers are provided by our readers and are not verified. Medical information cannot be 
published. Caution should be exercised at all times. The publisher is not responsible for 


damage to any person or property. 


Student mental health 
a focus as Glastonbury 
Town Council reviews 
school budget 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


GLASTONBURY — The Glastonbury 
Town Council reviewed the Board of Educa- 
tion budget at a special meeting, on March 1, 
and student mental health was on the mind 
of those in the discussion. 

Board of Education Chairman Doug Foyle 
said the proposed increase of 3.25% is only 
half of the rate of inflation, and still meets the 
town’s education needs. 

“This budget reflects both the expectation 
for excellence demanded by the community 
and the fiscal responsibility we seek,” Foyle 
said. 

Superintendent Alan Bookman said a 
great deal of work went into the budget to 
mitigate uncertainties, adding that the board 
cut his original proposal of a 3.8% increase. 

Questions from the council included the 
out-of-town enrollment in the district’s 
Learning Independence and Necessary 
Knowledge for Success (LINKS) program. 
Bookman said the number is constantly 
changing, but currently there are 13 students 
enrolled. Recently, there were as many as 
17, and there are two expected to join soon. 

“Tt’s going to hover around those different 
numbers,” he said. 

The pandemic has canceled many activi- 
ties, which has built a reserve of some fund- 
ing, and Bookman said much of that will be 
used this year, as all activities are expected 
to take place. 

Emphasis is also being put on the school 
system’s student support centers, which are 
staffed with social workers and counselors. 
Foyle said the board was made aware with 
student mental health issues last spring, and 
began the support center program last fall, 
which was paid for by the board’s reserve 
1-percent fund, but is included asa line item 
in the proposed budget. 

“If this investment keeps just one kid 
out of the hospital, keeps just one kid from 
committing suicide, it’s money well spent,” 
Foyle said. 

The support centers are currently located 
at the high school, as well as Smith Middle 
School and Gideon Welles School. More 
recent data suggests that a similar program 
should be in place for elementary students. 

Council Chairman Tom Gullotta 
suggested perhaps enhancements to the 
town’s Youth and Family Services could 
be provided in the near future, like in next 





The Glastonbury Town Council reviewed 
the Board of Education budget at a special 
meeting, on March 1, and student mental 
health was on the mind of those in the 
discussion. PETER MARTEKA 


year’s budget, to support younger kids, but 
to be aware of overlapping with what the 
schools would be doing. 

“The mental health issues of young chil- 
dren often go unnoticed,” Gullotta said. 
“Children in elementary schools tend to 
rely on their parents, their teachers, and 
their imaginary friends. If you’re in a class- 
room, it’s possible to miss signs. I would ask 
the town manager to revisit your budget for 
Youth Services and report back to us.” 

“T think we’ll have agreements of what 
we'll do, and we’ll put that down [in writ- 
ing],” Bookman said, adding that he agreed 
with Gullotta. 

“You don’t always know what’s going 
on with those students, and if that can be 
done through Youth and Family, I think that 
would be wonderful and fully appreciated.” 

“Tf there is an ability to expand the support 
in the elementary schools, I think that would 
be welcome,” said council member Deb 
Carroll. “It’s just this side of impossible to 
find mental health support for kids these 
days.” 

Town Manager Richard Johnson said the 
town would be looking to find a full-time 
social worker to work with elementary 
school students. 

“This is clearly an area where our two 
branches of government need to collabo- 
rate,” said council member Jennifer Wang. 

For more information, visit www.glaston- 
bury-ct.gov. 
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Northeastern, E.O. Smith hockey 
teams wrap up regular season 


By Melanie Savage 


Courant Community 








COLCHESTER — The 7-0 win 
over the Northeastern Shamrocks 
brought the E.O. Smith-Tolland 
varsity hockey team’s record 
to 16-3-1, with only one game 
remaining in the regular season. 
As of press time, the Bucks were 
in the No. 1 position in Division 
ITT. 

The Northeastern Shamrocks 
celebrated Senior Night, on Feb. 
27, during the game at Bolton Ice 
Palace. 

The seniors on this year’s team 
are Tyler Szegda, Patrick From- 
mer, and manager Elizabeth 
Moulton. 

Formerly BCR, the North- 
eastern team currently encom- 
passes students from the towns of 
Bolton, Coventry, Rockville, and 
East Hartford, as well as athletes 
from RHAM and Windham Tech. 

The Shamrocks’ head coach 
is Galen Byram, assisted by Ian 
Holm. Moulton and Genevieve 
Griswold serve as team managers. 

The E.O. Smith-Tolland varsity 
boys’ ice hockey team is coached 
by John Hodgson. 

The seniors on this year’s team 
are Patrick Brennan, Sutton Fran- 
sen, Keegan Hodgkinson, Aidan 
Kelley, Conor O’Brien, Daniel 
Polgun, Cole Schoen, Cameron 
Sterling, Zachary Stoltenberg, 
Kaleb Van Horn, and Quentin 
Wry. 
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Northeastern’s Jason Tew controls 
the puck. 








Members of the Northeastern shanvocte hockey team stand for the National Anthem before the 
start of avarsity game against E.O. Smith-Tolland, on Feb. 27. MELANIE SAVAGE 






Spike is a funny and 
active 13 years old 





GOTTIER 


FUEL CO., INC. 






B= 
Keeping Our Neighbors Warm Over 55 Years 
e Full Service Fuel Co. 
e Automatic Oil Delivery 
e Maintenance Plan Only $196" 
e Affordable Oil Plans 


e Free Estimates a SI ‘At 


860-875-6281 
IBIQ@HEAT. 








221 West Main St. Vernon, CT 
Lic.#308294-S3 HOD#257 





boy. He loves to 
explore, receive 
attention, and climb 
things. He is super 
neat in the litter box 
(no kicking!) and loves 
to be brushed. He 
likes staring out the 
window at the 
neighbor's dogs. 
Apply on our website 
today to meet Spike 
and our other 
adoptable cats! 
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Meet 6 year old handsome 
Wavy Gravy! He's looking for 
his forever home to be the 
only pet to receive all the 
lap time he wants and lots 


of playtime. He has a good 
appetite and enjoys being 
around people. A total package! 
To learn more, please contact 
Our Companions at 


ax 


860.242.9999 Ext. 302 
OTC d@lol na) oy-lalrolarnelce 
(eal o)[at=xC@]ela@ce)anley-]alle)arne)ce) 
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Animal Rescue & Sanctuary 
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Melanie Savage 


Laureen F. Rubino, M.D. 
Board Certified General Surgeon 
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EFFECTIVE NON-INVASIVE IN-OFFICE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENT. 


Call today to schedule a private evaluation. 


RO 


945 Main Street, Suite 105, Manchester, CT 


860.645.1232 


www.laureenrubinomd.com 
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Northeastern’s Patrick Frommer (left) and Tyler Szegda vie with E.O. Smith-Tolland’s Sutton 
Fransen for control of the puck. 





Northeastern’s Patrick Frommer warms up with his teammates. 


Windsor Locks Oil Company 
Save with Cash 
C.0.D. and Automatic Delivery! 


Order Online Receive . : 
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e Same Day Delivery ¢ Full Service 
e Budget Plans ¢« Automatic Delivery 


860-623-1214 


556 Elm Street, Windsor Locks, CT 
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CROSSWORD Solution located elsewhere in this section 


Weather Watch 
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE 





By Neil Manausa 





ACROSS 55 Fair weather indica- 25 Thatchers 
tor 26 Uneven 
y “= 1 David's partner 59|lmitated amonkey = 27 Odin’s followers 
foe’ 5 Buzz 60 Bellybutton homo- 28 Pimple 

V 10 Samoa’s capitol phone 29 Abatt 
y 14 Type style: abbr. 61 Pete or tea 30 Brief 

15 Travel pattern 62 Good fits 31 Happened to a joint 
V4 16 Fed. mediators 63 Hunts 33 Composer Philip 
V Klaus Larsen, 17 Protective clothing 64 Potential plant 36 Legendary cycle 

dans a 20 Without limit 37 Shade of red 
21 Citizen of 12 Down DOWN 38 Rides out 
22 Dryer for malt 44 Reels 








(LAUSLARSEN 


R O O F I 





23 Eminence lead-in 
25 Not quite 

28 Natural fiber 

29 US flying group 
32 Angered 

33 Unheralded writer 
34 Cartoonist Gardner 
35 Iffy forecast 
39___ was saying 
40 Fraser, of tennis 
41 Abate 

42 Sunday lec. 

43 Escritoire 

44 Gave a dime 


1 Sentence or line 

2 Blame —__— Rio 

3 A royal family 

4 British upper house 

members 

5 Stylish 

6 Ridicule 

7 Not safe 

8 High degree 

9 Wide shoe 
10 Opposite of poised 
11 Type of bargain 
12 Farsi spoken here 


45 Fool’s creation 

46 Basic neutralizers 

47 Deviate 

48 Midway through QED 
49 Ready 

50 Understanding words 
52 Western tribe 

53 Majeste lead-in 

54 Historic Scott 

56 Leading indic. 

57 Estop 

58 Hail! 


A COMPLETE KLAUS ae 13 Shelter 
ROOFING SYSTEM. 46 British isles 18 Well being 
Coupon to be presented and redeemed at time of 47 Famous dog 1 9 Theater Or bridge 
“Ton aia with omer cer ere Selleens pple 48 Heath shrub 23 Either berry or neck 


Residential use only. Expiration 3/31/22. 51 Low wrestling grip? 24 Beginning in Hebrew 


LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 


from Page 4 


tion on this space, call Aimee Sixt at 
860-253-6265. 


Congregational Church 
hosting tag, bake sale 


SOMERSVILLE — The Ladies Aide 
Society of the Congregational Church of 
Somersville is holding a St. Patrick’s Day 
tag and bake sale on Saturday, March 
12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The church is 
located at 22 Maple St. 


Enfield Library hosting 
simple stories 


ENFIELD — Enjoy simple stories, 
songs, fingerplays, open play and art 
for one-year-olds at the Enfield Public 
Library on Friday, March 18, at 9:30 
a.m. Waddling Ones is an early literacy 
program designed for caregivers and 
their child, ages 12 to 24 months. This 
is adrop-in program. Call 860-763-7518 
or 860-763-7512 or visit www.enfield- 
publiclibrary.org for more information. 


Enfield Senior Minor 
Repair Program to 


restart 


ENFIELD — The Enfield Depart- 
ment of Social Services on behalf of the 
Commission on Aging is restarting the 
Enfield Senior Minor Repair Program 
for 2022. The program focuses on 
performing minor repairs, at no cost, at 
the homes of seniors ages 60 and over. 

Requests will open on March 14 by 
calling 860-253-6396 and will start 
work on Tuesday, April 5. Appointments 
are on a first come, first serve basis and 
will be filled on Tuesdays. Visit https:// 
www.enfield-ct.gov/429/Social-Ser- 
vices for more information on the tasks 
performed. 


Berlin Town Hall 
showcases Veterans 
Digital Wall of Honor 


AVON — BERLIN — The Berlin 
Veterans Commission has a Veterans 
Digital Wall of Honor in the Main Lobby 
Rotunda of the Berlin Town Hall. The 
video slideshow is shown on a 50-inch 
Smart TV and plays in a loop every day 
the Town Hall is open. There is also a 
YouTube link that people can click on to 
see the video slideshow from anywhere 
in the world. Visit https://youtu.be/ 
BF6zgBGspUE to view the video. 

Every Berlin resident and their imme- 


diate family members, past and present, 
who have served or are currently serv- 
ing in the military - Army, Marine Corps, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, National 
Guard, & Reserve, can be put up on the 
wall. Only one family member needs to 
be living in or has lived in Berlin. Orga- 
nizers put all family members grouped 
together from the earliest to the latest 
time of service. 

The commission is looking for Berlin 
residents to provide photos, military 
history and/or DD 214 (Release from 
Active Duty) of any family member, 
past or present, who has served or is 
currently serving in the military, so they 
can be honored on the wall. They are 
seeking one or two photos, full name, 
dates and branch of service, rank, MOS 
(what they did in the Service) and possi- 
ble conflicts or where they have served. 

Photos and military history that need 
to be scanned may be left, in an enve- 
lope, at the Berlin Town Manager’s 
Office, along with contact information. 
If they are scanned, email them directly 
to Peter Galgano at petergalgano@ 
comcast.net. or call 860-604-7258. 


Association hosting 
virtual demo, in-person 


workshop 


AVON -— Artist Shauna Shane will 
demonstrate for the Avon Arts Associ- 
ation via Zoom on Tuesday, March 15, 
at 630 p.m. Shane will also conduct an 
in-person workshop at the Avon Town 
Hall, 60 West Main St., on Saturday, 
March 19, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The workshop fee is $45 for Avon 
Arts members and $55 for guests. 
Contact Avonartsassociation@gmail. 
com for Zoom link information and to 
reserve a spot in the workshop. 

A professional painter for over 40 
years, Shane’s paintings communicate 
energy, color and atmosphere. Her work 
is saturated with light and color in a 
variety of mediums including water- 
color, oil and pastel. She began her 
career as resident artist at Yellowstone 
National Park. 


Gallery on the Green 
presenting member, 


guest exhibition 


CANTON — Gallery on the Green 
is hosting a member/guest exhibition, 
plus solo shows by Justine Ickes and 
Rob Loebell, from March 18 through 
April 16. 

The gallery is located at 5 Canton Green 
Road. Call 860-693-4102 or visit www. 
galleryonthegreen.org for more informa- 
tion. The exhibit and shows are free and 
open to the public from 1 to 5 p.m. every 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the 
above period. 


Hartford Courant 








Get recognized 
for what makes your 
company special. 


Be a |Top Workplace. 
courant.com/nominate 
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SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS 
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Dunbar Jewelers, 






Oa 
NX = 





Jane Michele 


The folks at Dunbar take the time to educate you and to listen to your desires, which is so 
important when you are making personal jewelry selections. People feel comfortable when they 
walk through the door, as the atmosphere is light, the selections are many. At Dunbar, quality of 
service is as important as quality of product. Dunbar has been established as one of Connecticut’s 
friendliest and most experienced jewelers. 


Sander 


Hilary 


Dunbar Jewelers has built a reputation for fine quality diamonds and gemstones that are among 
the best in the industry, specializing in what is considered the world’s most brilliant diamonds — 
GIA certified triple excellent diamonds. We offer the patented Criscutt Diamonds by Christopher 
Designs. We also offer a unique line of wedding rings by Lashbrook with more contemporary 
materials such as wood, zirconium, cobalt, and titanium. 


At Dunbar, you will also find a full line of Swarovski Crystal, Willow Tree, Elle, Frederic Duclos, and 
new to us - Nicole Barr enamel jewelry. Most of the gold chains and bracelets sold at Dunbar Jewelers 
has a lifetime warranty. 


“We have grown to appreciate quality jewelry over the years,” said Chuck. “But one thing we 
like the most is working with customers.” We thank you for your loyalty and for being such an 
important part of our business over the last thirty-five years. Without you there is no us. 


Dunbar Jewelers 
435 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT 06066 
Phone: 860-872-2425 
Website: www.dunbarjewelers.net 
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-5, 
Thurs. 10-7, Sat. 10-4 


Spotlight On Business is a paid advertisement feature 


Need a good part time income? 
Earn up to $1,200.00 Monthly + tips 


Newspaper delivery routes are available in 


several Towns at this time. 
* ALSO: SIGN ON BONUS PAYMENT(S): 


- After One Month — $50.00 

- After Two Months — an additional $100.00 - ($150.00 total) 

- After Three Months — an additional $100.00 - ($250.00 total) 
- Must be 18 or older. 
- Must have valid drivers license, insurance, reliable vehicle and 

be available early mornings. 

Make extra cash before you go to work making early morning 
newspaper deliveries using your own vehicle. NO experience 
necessary. Must be able to deliver early mornings, 7 days a week. 
- (you can have a Family member or Friend sub when needed). 


MUST be dependable and be able to read a route list with specific 
delivery instructions. We will demonstrate the route to you. Routes 
average 1.5 to 3 hours daily. No collections required. Retirees, Stay at 
Home Mom’s, and Veterans are also welcomed to apply. Make extra cash 
to pay rent, mortgage, bills, credit cards, save money, or a great vacation. 


If interested Email peter@afterhoursdistribution.com, or text or 
call us at 860-803-6937, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and start as soon 
as tomorrow morning. 


*Also, if you’re not interested, but if you know someone that 
may be, please give them our contact information. We are the 
largest Newspaper delivery company in the State and have been 
in business nearly Ten Years. You will be paid well for your time 
and efforts. 


Join our Delivery Team. We have delivery people that have 
worked with us and with other delivery Companies delivering 
Newspapers and earning income for their Family for up to 
Twenty-Five Years. 


After Hours Distribution 


Fw 


VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 
Get more out of your 

subscription by setting 


up your digital account 


It’s easy to start your online access! 
Visit: go-activate.com 


| TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 





AUTO REVIEW 


Driving a ruby slipper 


By William Heald 


Special to Courant Community 


It’s a funny thing about cars: many just 
look like generic, run-of-the-mill trans- 
ports, some look like experiments that only 
a designer could love and some actually 
remind you of some other type of object 
entirely. 

Today’s car falls into the last category 
(for me, anyway), for the Genesis GV70 is 
a luxury crossover utility vehicle that has a 
profile that resembles a familiar item of foot- 
wear, namely, a slipper. Simple, I know, but it 
has asmooth, aerodynamic profile that is the 
antithesis of boxy, truckish SUVs. 

It is also a smooth, solid, safe coach that 
helps justify its lofty price tag. It has both 
luxury and performance as you would 
expect from Hyundai’s premium name- 
plate, as well as the latest in safety, commu- 
nications and driver assistance technology. 
It packs all this great stuff into a truly styl- 
ish exterior, and while having family resem- 
blance to other Genesis vehicles it definitely 
has a unique aspect on the road. 

The long, sleek slipper Genesis (or the 
GV70 AWD 3.5T Sport Prestige as our test 
car is called) is built on a 113.2-inch wheel- 
base and is powered by a3.5-liter twin turbo- 
charged V6 with 375 horsepower. This is 
teamed with an 8-speed automatic trans- 
mission with paddle shifters for manual 
operation, ultimately getting power to the 
pavement through a sophisticated all wheel 
drive system. There are multiple drive 
modes of course, including comfort, eco, 
snow, sport, sport+ and custom. 

The suspension is designed (like most 
of the sport luxury class) to deliver both 


sharp handling and a compliant ride, largely 
achieved through a fully-independent multi- 
link suspension with electronic control 
and something called Road Preview. This 
system takes road information scanned by 
the front cameras and proactively tunes the 
suspension to prepare for when you encoun- 
ter it. Bottom line: the GV70 has a stable, 
controlled ride no matter how gnarly the 
road becomes. 

The interior continues the slipper motif 
at least in terms of comfort, for our tester 
had the Sport Advanced package which 
included nappa leather upholstery with 
a slick suede insert. The instrument clus- 
ter is an all-virtual affair, with some “3-D” 
effects and a classic analog appearance, 
supplemented with a heads-up display. 
The central touchscreen is a 14.5-inch unit 
in landscape format that is navigated using 
a big round knob, that, unfortunately, is 
the same diameter (and directly next to) 
the knob used to operate the transmission. 
While you'll no longer mistake the two after 
a few years of continuous driving, it’s not a 
great design in my view. 

What is well rendered is the passenger 
allocation of the second row seating, for they 
are roomy, comfortable, and well suited to 
long days on the road. The latest safety tech- 
nology, especially of the driver assistance 
variety, is stuffed into this machine like an 
automotive turducken. Despite the fast- 
back roofline, the GV70 has 28.9 cubic feet 
of cargo space, expanding to 56.9 cubic feet 
with the rear seatbacks folded. 

The 2022 Genesis GV70 AWD 3.5T Sport 
Prestige is EPA rated 19 MPG city/25 high- 
way and with options has an MSRP of 
$64,045. www.genesis.com 








The best way to build a healthy community... 





BANKRUPTCY ALWAYS BUYING ANTIQUES Military, Old 





Sports Mem, Jewelry, Watches, Coins, Art, 
Advertising, Old Arcade, Toys, Old Auto Parts, 
Phonographs, Microphones. Plus lots of other 
old items! Cash Paid! Call 860-718-5132 


ANTIQUES Always buying. Cash paid. 1 item 
or entire estate! Clocks, military, cameras, 
watches, toys, posters, art, jewelry, signs, mu- 
sical instruments. Plus more! (860) 707-9350 


WANTED: RADIOS - short Wave, Ham, CB, 
Vintage electronics, amps, Tube electronics. 
Old guitars. Audio Equip. Musical Instruments 
Please call 860-707-9350 


Law Office of 
Bonnie C. Mangan, P.C. 


+ Bankruptcy Chapter 7 & 13 

+ Real Estate (Purchase, Sale, Refinance) 

+ Simple Wills 

+ Probate & Estate Settlement 

¢ Uncontested Divorce & Divorce Mediation 








‘ae _ | + Personal Injury 


Free Consultation 
Get your Fresh Start today! 
Westview Office Park,1050 Sullivan Avenue, 
Suite A3, South Windsor, CT, 06074 
860-644-4204 


www.manganlaw.com 
Serving Clients since 1988 





BUY..SELL 


SEE OUR CLASSIFIEDS 





ONLINE 
COURANTCOMMUNITY.COM ¢ t 
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Retaining walls provide beautiful 
outdoor seating 


s 
> te 





(BPT) - Humpty Dumpty had the right idea when he sat on a wall, as segmental 
retaining wall (SRW) systems can be used to create beautiful, versatile outdoor 
seating solutions. Many businesses expanded outdoor seating out of necessity over 
the past two years, and retaining walls were up for the challenge. 


Homeowners also prefer retaining walls for landscaping projects such as seat walls 
around a fire pit or to create a raised patio to replace a deck. Renowned for the 
ability to retain earth to prevent erosion and tame slopes to create buildable sites, 
SRWs, including the VERSA-LOK Retaining Wall System, are beautiful, durable and 
low-maintenance open-air seating solutions. 


Dining al fresco 


A beautiful outdoor living space is a wise home investment, and it’s also become a 
necessity for hospitality businesses. Many facilities lacking patios built temporary 
or permanent outdoor spaces for guests during the pandemic. According to 

the National Restaurant Association, outdoor dining is vital to the industry’s 
post-pandemic survival and expanding outdoor dining remains a critical need in 
replenishment of the Restaurant Revitalization Fund federal grant program. 


After purchasing a tavern in Wisconsin, Darryl Holley hired Ziegler’s Landscapes by 
Design to build an outdoor entertainment area just a few weeks before the pandemic 
required temporary closure of the business. Landscaping was deemed an essential 
business and work continued. Ziegler’s created a low freestanding retaining wall that 
serves as seating for lawn game spectators and concert-goers. “The only regret we 
have is that we didn’t make the patio bigger,” said Holley. “Live music outside draws 
a lot of people.” 


Homeowners in Stillwater, Minnnesota, wanted to replace an aging wooden deck 
while preserving the view of their woods. “With a raised patio design, you have 
many more design options,” said Andrew Lofboom, a landscape designer with 
Villa Landscapes. “We used VERSA-LOK to build the support for a paver patio on 
top. The cost of a raised patio can be less than replacing a deck, and it affords 
homeowners the option to expand in the future, such as adding an outdoor kitchen 
or seat walls.” 


Lofboom chose the VERSA-LOK Standard retaining wall system because it makes 
both design and installation easier. With a mechanical pinning system and no 
hollow cores to fill, VERSA-LOK is renowned for versatility, durability and flexibility 
for creating curves, columns, multi-angled corners and tiers needed for stunning 
outdoor designs. 


Sporting views 


SRWs are surprisingly economical for stadium, stage and outdoor classroom 
seating at schools, parks and sporting venues. An amphitheater at the University 

of Wisconsin-River Falls was renovated with a VERSA-LOK Mosaic retaining wall 
system chosen to replace crumbling limestone seating on the slope across from the 
bandshell. The elements had taken a toll on the amphitheater, built in 1972 of local 
limestone. “Natural stone was out of our budget, so we went with VERSA-LOK,” 
said Joe Mcintosh, a grounds supervisor. 


When Lawrence, Kansas, school officials learned that aluminum bleachers could 
not be manufactured in time for football season at their new stadium and that they 
would run about $400 a seat, they searched for a faster and more economical 
solution. Landplan Engineering and Capitol Concrete Products of Lawrence showed 
the district that it could save $100-200 per seat by using VERSA-LOK Standard 
retaining wall units and finish the job in time for the fall season. 


Retaining walls for the win 


While SRWs are best known for site development, erosion control and transitioning 
slopes in a landscape, they also are a solid solution for outdoor seating. From sitting 
walls and raised patios to stadiums and tiered, bermed seating, retaining walls get 
the job done beautifully and on budget. 








INTERIOR 


SUNNY CLEANERS LLC - THOROUGH 
HOUSECLEANING. $20 off 1st time clients-4 
hrs or more. Senior Discounts. 860-281-4910 


Debris Hauling 


ADUMP RUNS 
YOU NAME IT! 
WE HAUL IT! 
GARAGES - ATTICS 
BASEMENTS 
JUNK REMOVAL 
SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES 
I'LL BEAT ANY ESTIMATE! 


660-875-2931 


HOME & GARDEN 


> @asiife) 





JONES 
HEATING SERVICE, LLC 


SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION 


24 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


BOILER / FURNACE 
REPLACEMENTS 


ik 
KAS 


ERIC JONES - 

WEEKNIGHT AND WEEKEND APPTS. 
860-429-1599 
860-550-0169 


CT Lic. #392833 and Insured 








Bill The 


Handyman 
§60-654-0180 


Reg. #554105 


BROTHERS OIL 


THE SMARTEST WAY TO BUY OIL 
Senior and Volume Discount 
Automatic delivery at NO EXTRA COST 
Heating/Air Conditioning/Maintenance 
Repair/Installation 
24 Hour Burner Service Available 


§60-648-4400 


www.trinksBrothers.com 


Heating/ 


PN am Ofoyatolis(eyaliare) 


A-1 PROPANE 


PROPANE DELIVERY-LOW PRICES 
PROPANE TANKS-ALL SIZES 


860-643-1552 


Lic.# $1395747 HOD 485 





Q-1PFONANE.COM wows 


A-1 TANKMASTERS 


OIL TANKS-ALL SIZES 
REMOWALS-REPLACEMENTS 
FREE QUOTES 


860-643-9134 
attankmasters.com 


E-Z OIL 





New England Landscaping 


~Specializing in~ 
e Spring & Fall Clean-Ups ¢ Bobcat Work + Shrub 
¢ Thatching Removal 
¢ Pruning of Shrubs e Foundation Planting 
e Lawn Cutting e New Lawns / Sod 
¢ Mulching ¢ Brick Patios & Walks 
e Over-Seeding / Slit Seeding «¢ Top Soil / Mulch Deliveries 


FREE ESTIMATES © (860) 627-6466 © (860) 752-9158 

























































































LOW PRICE HEATING OIL SPECIAL 
CALL TODAY 


HOME DELIVERY 
860-645-3798 soos 


‘ bg S 


PAINTERS, LLC 


Specializing in All Phases of 
Interior Painting, Staining, 
Tex. Ceilings, Tex. Removal, 
WP Removal, Rep. Windows. 
Home Improvements & Carpeniry. 


FREE Est © Insured @ #574298 
KEVIN GREER 


860-646-7760 


fourseasonspainters.net 


BUY... S E LL 
@ 


FULL SERVICE REMODELERS 


Sick of poor service and generic 
quality from contractors? We return 
every call, email, and text. We keep 
every appointment. We stay educated 
and on-trend. No job is too big or too 
small. We are trustworthy and honest. 


FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE 
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM 


Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring, drywall, 
paint, windows, doors, decks, siding, 
roofs, and everything else. 





888-456-2211 


COURANTCOMMUNITY.COM 


Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED - GUARANTEED! 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED * LIC # HIC.0639110 


SIGNATURE 


WINTER DISHES 


a SPECIAL 
PRIX FIXE 


GREATER _\Naitieesnes 
HARTFORD Sadi 


ctnow.com/ 


*Some prices may differ slightly and not all restaurants offering lunch. Please check ctnow. 
com/tasteofhartford for more details. Reservations are strongly recommended and dining 
orices are available only for special Taste dinner menus. Price does not include tax, beverages 
and gratuity and cannot be combined with any other offers. 


$22.22 
$32.22 


~ AND/OR ~ 





CTNOW 





a. by 


~ PER PERSON ~ 
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Winter Essentials ¢ Lh e Housewares ° ening Supplies ¢ Pets ° ie e Tools ° Aitometive 
| Garden Products ¢ Bulk Stone ¢ Pavers ¢ Craft Supplies ¢ Frames ¢ Candles ¢ Painting Supplies’ 


Hand 
Warmers 





















wal 
a 





es 














© Supreme Wild Bird 
cts Birdfood Mix 
fad Your Choice 


Reg 3.99 | Reg 26.99 


Reflective 
Leash 


Advance 
Scoop 
























Everyday 
Prices 










Big pack Reg 6.99 Reg 11.99 20 Ibs 






Drum Liners 
Value pack 20 bags 


ArmorAll 
Wipes 


= Laundry Detergent 
Arm & Hammer 








Spray Nine Stanley Tape 


Measure 


| +d 


























Reg 9.99 1.64 gallon Reg 9.99 1 gallon Reg 10.99 30 wipes 


Ratchet Straps 
10' 2 pack 


Reg 6.99 








T-Rex Tape 
1.88" x 40 yd 


Tongue & Grove Pliers 
Cresent 


Aviation Snips 


Cresent 
=a 


Reg 14.99 








e BEX: 4 


= FEROCIOUSLY STRONG TAPE, 





Reg 13.99 Reg 11.99 













Tool Belt 
Gaterback 


Shovels 
Round or Square 
Everyday 


a each 
Prices Your Choice Aeg 10.99 
,4 : 

reat enta § : i ? f Ea q f \ id e L t | J pes 


770 Sullivan Ave, South Windsor 
(860) 289-7821 






Dumpster Rentals 
Call Today for Pricing 












Reg 24.99 





Chippers 
may CAT249d3 CAT232d3 Bandit 65XP 
CAT259d3 CAT242d3 Bandit 12XP 





Now Renting 


Bandit 18XP 


Bobcat T450 : ; John Deere 
Track Loader Bobcat $530 5 jntachments Nifty Lifts 
Skid-steer Available 
TM34 
Bobcat T590 Anas 
Track Loader S450 Skid-steer 


TM50 
SD50 










~ SD64 Stump Grinder 
Bandit SG40 
*Attachments Bandit 2550XP 
-—. Available 
ana _ Kubota b26 
Bobcat E10 Excavator rN T 
Bobcat E20 Excavator aly NE 
Bobcat E26 Excavator ie eS 
Bobcat E32 Excavator Vas Wen | | Kubota kx80 
Bobcat E35i Excavator > | ; 
Bobcat E42 Excavator ' Takeuchi 
Bobcat MT55 


K 2 
Mini Track Loader spectra‘ 


&s. 
Bobcat MT8&5 SS * 
Mini Track Loader 





~ Kubota kx57 
\" 





greatraterentals.com TRAILER RENTALS AVAILABLE 


Cashiers & Equipment 


Drivers Needed 
Apply at any Location Today! 





